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SUBJECT:  Basic Allowance for Subsistence (BAS)

 
1.  PURPOSE:  To provide information on the Army's implementation of 

BAS Reform 

 
2.  FACTS:

 
a.  On 1 January 1998 the Services began transitioning to a new BAS system.  This new system, BAS Reform, entitles all enlisted service members to BAS and links BAS rates to a credible food index, the United States Department of Agriculture food index. 

 
b.  Providing BAS to all members begins the process of equalizing treatment of enlisted personnel, regardless of status.  The old law did not allow us to uniformly pay BAS to members when they were deployed.  For example, members deployed to a location for operational reasons are allowed to keep their BAS, while members deployed to the same location for an exercise are not.

 

c.  During the transition period, BAS rates for all soldiers have been limited to 1 percent per year growth, and all enlisted members who received subsistence in kind in a government dining facility received partial BAS. 

 

d.  The Fiscal Year 2001 National Defense Authorization Act directs the early termination of BAS Transitional Authority effective 1 October 2001.  BAS rates will no longer be limited to 1 percent and all soldiers will be entitled to BAS.  

 

e.  BAS Reform also states that each service Secretary will determine the dining facility usage for its service.  The Army’s dining facility usage policy will not change.  All soldiers who are housed in the barracks will be required to mess in the local dining facility.  In accordance with Congressional intent, these soldiers will receive full BAS reduced by the rate of Basic Daily Food Allowance for the entire month.

 

f.  Barracks soldiers will receive full BAS ($229.80) on the left-hand side of their leave and earnings statement and have their meals deducted on the right-hand side ($198) of their statement with the difference as their BAS payment ($31.80) effective 1 January 2002.
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