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Background
The National Security Education Program (NSEP), created by Congress in 1991, addresses the need to increase the ability of Americans to communicate and compete globally by knowing the cultures and languages of other countries.  The Program supports learning about areas of the world that are critical to U.S. national security, and in which U.S. students and programs are under-represented. NSEP supports study in and about every region of the world, except Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and West Europe.

Administration
The Secretary of Defense carries out the Program, in consultation with a thirteen member National Security Education Board (NSEB) of which the Secretary is the statutory Chairman.  The Secretary has delegated these authorities and responsibilities to the President, National Defense University.  

NSEP Student Awards

David L. Boren Scholarships to Undergraduates to study abroad in areas critical to U.S. national security, and under-represented by U.S. students. NSEP has awarded over 1,300 undergraduate scholarships and supported undergraduate study in more than 60 countries and in more than 25 less commonly taught languages


David L. Boren Fellowships to Graduate Students to study less commonly studied foreign areas, languages, and other international fields critical to U.S. national security.  NSEP has awarded over 700 graduate fellowships and

supported graduate study in and about more than 90 countries, and 35 less commonly taught languages

The NSEP Service Requirement TC \l1 "
All Boren Scholars and Fellows incur a service requirement.  They are required to work, in order of priority, either for a federal agency or office with national security responsibilities, or in the field of higher education, in an area related to the study funded by NSEP. 

Through innovative application of its service requirement for all award recipients, NSEP is providing federal agencies and offices with heretofore unavailable expertise in both a field of study and international competency.  NSEP award recipients now contribute to the critical missions of, among others,  the Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Justice, State, and Treasury; the intelligence community; NASA, USAID, and the U.S. Congress.  It is important to note that each NSEP Boren scholar and fellow: 

· May be employed under Schedule A Hiring Authority, automatically granted to any Federal agency seeking to employ any recipient of an NSEP Scholarship or Fellowship.

· May be hired without regard to any existing hiring preferences or restrictions.
· May be hired for term, non-career appointments of up to 4 years.

· Has studied in a field or discipline that is important to U.S. national security.

· Has a documented foreign language capability.

· Has studied extensively in and about other countries or regions.

· Is a prospect for full-time employment, or an internship.

· Is inclined toward employment in the Federal government.

· Is a U.S. citizen.

The NSEP is Making a Difference... The NSEP is making significant contributions to current and future U.S. national security by strengthening and expanding the international expertise base within the Federal government and in higher education.  A larger, more diverse group of undergraduate and graduate students is emerging from U.S. institutions of higher education with critical knowledge, languages, and skills that enable them to work more effectively in the international arena. 
For more information on the National Security Education Program:

NSEP Program Office

Rosslyn P.O. Box 20010

1101 Wilson Blvd., Suite 1210

Arlington, VA 22209-2248

Telephone:  703-696-1991

Fax:  703-696-5667  Email address:  nsepo@ndu.edu

Website:  http://www.ndu.edu/nsep
