Army G-2 NEWCOMER INFORMATION LETTER

Dear Incoming Army G-2 Personnel,

    
Greetings from the Pentagon!  We here in Army G-2 are looking forward to your arrival.  In this correspondence, we will share with you information pertaining to a number of general interest areas and hopefully assist you in making your move to the Washington, DC area easier.  Please e-mail your sponsor any questions you have and they will get the answer back to you. 

   
 Inprocessing.  Inprocessing at the Pentagon is painless. Unless you have unique requirements, it shouldn’t take you more than a few hours spread over a few days, to inprocess.  Your sponsor will assist you in inprocessing through the required Army G-2 offices and Pentagon offices.  It is important that you contact our Army G-2 Security Manager, commercial (703) 695-2665, DSN 225-2665 before you arrive and are read off from SCI.  Our Army G-2 Security Manager can arrange to have your Security clearance transferred in Status (TIS) if you contact him early enough.  A SECRET Security clearance is required as a minimum to work in the Army G-2.

    
Housing.  There is a wide range of most any type of housing for rent or purchase.  Prices in the Washington, DC area are some of the highest in the country, which can make the selection of housing difficult.  Your income, along with your desire to purchase or rent, schooling preferences, and how long per day you are willing to commute, dictate where you can afford to live.  But, in general, the farther away you live (and longer commute), the cheaper the housing.  So finding a place to live is really a matter of determining how much your commuting time is worth.  You will receive a very high variable housing allowance to help make up for the higher housing costs in the Capital Region.  With this in mind, sign in as early as possible, inprocess through finance and then go on leave.  This allows you to start drawing VHA early.  You have up to 90 days after beginning VHA to verify your mortgage/rental payment amount with finance.


Army G-2 personnel live throughout the capital region to include:  Arlington, Alexandria, Springfield, Burke, Vienna, Fairfax, Maryland, Woodbridge, Stafford, Fredericksburg, etc.

    
Transportation.  Transportation is tied closely to housing.  Traffic jams can be astounding, especially for the lone commuter.  I-95, I-495, I-66 and I-395 can be a parking lot during rush hour traffic.  Therefore, there are options to consider.  A lot of people determine where they are going to live by the availability of public transportation. Public transportation throughout the area, and beyond, via connecting transportation, is expansive.  The subway system (METRO) and bus system (METRO bus) get you most anywhere you need to go.  If you live farther out in Maryland (Baltimore, Harper’s Ferry) or Virginia (Manassas, Fredericksburg), there are connecting rail lines.  The down sides are cost (very expensive over time) and commuting time (slow and long).  Carpooling is also an alternative. 

“Slugging” is an alternative to public transportation or driving yourself.  Slugging is glorified organized carpooling, but very effective and cost efficient – free.  In order to use the HOV lanes, vehicles must have three occupants.  Slugging is a great method for people wanting to get to work quicker.  There are many “Slug Lines” throughout the area.  See the slug web site for slug locations. http://www.slug-lines.com/.  

The National Capital Region Transit Subsidy is now available for personnel using public transportation.  You download an application at http://www.dtic.mil/ref/html/Application.html.  You can receive up to $100 a month if you take public transportation (Bus/Metro/train). 

    
Organization and duties.  The Deputy Chief of Staff, G-2 is LTG Alexander. He has a number of directorates, headed by colonels or senior civilians, working for him along with some administrative offices.  Another part of your orientation is a one-week Force Integration Course, conducted at Fort Belvoir, Virginia (about 15 miles south of the Pentagon) and a one day HQDA Staff Officer Orientation briefing You’ll be scheduled for this after you arrive.

Official mailing address:

Deputy Chief of Staff, G-2

1000 Army Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-1000

